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Resolution 2018-01

Commending the Secretary of State
for Making the Printed Absentee Ballot Accessible to Nonvisual Users
WHEREAS, the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico, through Resolution 2015-01, declared that the time had come for the printed absentee ballot to be accessible to the blind of New Mexico and for the state of New Mexico to have an accessible online ballot marking tool of its own; and

WHEREAS, HB98, a bill that would require the Secretary of State to develop a procedure to make the paper ballot accessible to blind voters (whether voting via absentee ballot or at the polls) was introduced in the 2017 general session and signed into law on April 6, 2017 by Governor Susana Martinez; and

WHEREAS, our Secretary of State, Maggie Toulouse Oliver, personally testified in favor of HB98 before a number of legislative committees, publicly expressed her support for this historic legislation to the members of the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico at our 2017 annual convention, and worked closely and effectively with the organized blind community to ensure that blind voters in New Mexico will be able to mark the printed absentee ballot during the 2018 primary election using the access technology of their choice: Now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico, in convention assembled this 21st day of April, 2018, in the city of Albuquerque, New Mexico, that this organization express its deep appreciation and gratitude to Secretary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver for helping us to have in New Mexico, for the very first time in history, the ability for blind people to independently mark the printed absentee ballot using the nonvisual or low-vision access technology of our choice; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization commend Secretary of State Toulouse Oliver and her office for establishing and maintaining a close working relationship with the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico and that this organization recognize Maggie Toulouse Oliver as a true friend of the blind. 
Resolution unanimously adopted.




