
Resolution 2019-02
Recognition of National Orientation and Mobility Certification
WHEREAS, access to instruction from qualified orientation and mobility teachers is necessary and essential for blind students to gain the ability to travel safely and independently; and    

WHEREAS, there is a state and national shortage of qualified orientation and mobility instructors, resulting in many blind students not receiving adequate or timely orientation and mobility instruction; and

WHEREAS, the New Mexico Public Education Department does not currently recognize orientation and mobility instructors who possess the National Orientation and Mobility Certification (NOMC), which is provided by the National Blindness Professional Certification Board (NBPCB); and EAS, the National Travel™; and
WHEREAS, the National Blindness Professional Certification Board maintains requirements for National Orientation and Mobility Certification that include rigorous standards for verification of teaching competency, adherence to the NBPCB Code of Ethics, and recertification:
NOW, THEREFORE,  be it resolved by the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico assembled in convention in the city of Albuquerque this 7th day of April, 2019, that the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico calls upon the Public Education Department to authorize school districts and Local Educational Agencies to employ and contract with individuals who possess the National Orientation and Mobility Certification; and otherwise calls upon the Public Education Department to support effective and efficient services for students who are blind. 
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