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Resolution 2018-03

Regarding the Attempted Resurrection of
the National Accreditation Council
for Blind and Low Vision Services (NAC)
by the Association for the Education and Rehabilitation
of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER)
WHEREAS, since its founding in 1940, the National Federation of the Blind has held the belief that blind people are best served when agencies for the blind possess a true conviction that blind people can live and work in the community on the basis of equality with their sighted peers; and
WHEREAS, progressive agencies for the blind have found that it is BETTER for them to establish and maintain meaningful partnerships with organizations of the blind such as the National Federation of the Blind and by so doing, bring an authentic consumer perspective to their programs of service delivery; and
WHEREAS, as far back as the mid to late 1960's, an organization calling itself the National Accreditation Council for Agencies Serving the Blind and Visually Handicapped (NAC) attempted to take control of the blindness field, and in the name of accreditation put its stamp of approval on some of the most repressive and paternalistic agencies for the blind; and
WHEREAS, ever since its inception, NAC refused to work in partnership with the organized blind, maintaining that quality standards could only be developed and promulgated by so-called professionals and experts in the field; and
WHEREAS, NAC accreditation has been harmful to blind people, has not improved agencies for the blind, and has perpetuated the myth that there are two classes in the blindness field: the professionals in the field and blind people themselves; and

WHEREAS, for more than two decades, NAC has existed in name, but has not been a significant player in the blindness field; its annual reviews have been self-studies, and we have never known any of its member agencies to be rebuked or removed from the NAC family; and

WHEREAS, instead of seeking accreditation by NAC, agencies interested in meaningful evaluation have turned to the organizations that represent the consumers they serve and have relied on accrediting bodies other than NAC; and
WHEREAS, in an email dated August 31, 2017, the executive leadership of the Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER) announced that effective July 1, 2017, the accreditation program previously managed by the National Accreditation Council for Blind and Low Vision Services (the current name for NAC) would be placed under the executive management of AER: Now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico in convention assembled this 22nd day of April, 2018, in the city of Albuquerque, New Mexico, that this organization declare that the National Accreditation Council for Blind and Low Vision Services (NAC) is an organization which has failed the blind by misusing the concept of accreditation to protect the worst agencies for the blind and fostering outmoded notions which categorize people who are blind as individuals requiring care who are unable to work with service providers as true partners; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization call upon New Mexico AER, the New Mexico Commission for the Blind, and the New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually Impaired to demand that the national AER leadership cease its efforts to reawaken NAC and, instead, work cooperatively with the organized blind, including the National Federation of the Blind, to support an effective accreditation system which involves consumers in a meaningful way and injects a positive philosophy of blindness into programs serving the blind.
Resolution unanimously adopted.



