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Resolution 2018-02

Regarding Rational Principles Governing the
the Deployment of Accessible Pedestrian Signals in New Mexico
WHEREAS, Accessible pedestrian signals (APS) are devices designed to communicate information about the WALK and DON'T WALK intervals at signalized intersections in nonvisual ways that are useful to pedestrians who are blind; and

WHEREAS, APS technology has been around for more than three decades, progressing from devices which used the sounds of chirping birds, cuckoo clocks, or slow/rapid clicks to convey information about the state of the WALK signal to the more modern accessible pedestrian signals operating in various municipalities today which utilize verbal prompts and vibrating buttons; and
WHEREAS, near the end of 2017, the City of Albuquerque installed new APS technology at a number of intersections along Central Avenue in support of the Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART) project; and
WHEREAS, this technology is installed for the sole purpose of facilitating crossing from the curb to the ART platforms, which are in the middle of the street but offers no nonvisual information for other crossings where there are no ART platforms; and

WHEREAS, APS technology, which has not operated in the city of Albuquerque for many years, was deployed with a poorly-conceived plan and with no prior discussion with the citizens affected—namely, individuals who are blind or who have low vision and their representative organizations; and
WHEREAS, historically, the decision-making process used to determine when and where to install accessible pedestrian signals has been plagued by stereotypical assumptions about blindness with which the organized blind have become all too familiar, among them:

· the average blind person cannot safely and independently cross a busy intersection;

· If a blind person asks for an accessible pedestrian signal to be installed at a given intersection, the city must comply with that request or risk violating the Americans with Disabilities Act; and
· agencies for the blind must be consulted to accurately determine whether or not an accessible pedestrian signal is needed for a given street crossing; and
WHEREAS, if municipalities across the state fail to consult with the organized blind when questions involving accessible pedestrian signals arise, it is far too likely that they will install this technology for the wrong reasons and without a rational system based on the effect of intersection complexity upon the ability to complete a safe crossing nonvisually rather than inaccurate and misguided assumptions about blindness: Now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico in convention assembled this 22nd day of April, 2018, in the city of Albuquerque, New Mexico, that this organization call upon all governmental jurisdictions in the State of New Mexico, when considering the installation of accessible pedestrian signals, to work actively with representatives of the organized blind community, including the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico and its local chapters, to develop a decision-making process for the deployment of accessible pedestrian signals based on the following principles:
1. Street crossings do not pose insurmountable barriers for the average blind traveler;

2. Just because a blind person asks for an accessible pedestrian signal to be installed does not mean that it has to be installed;

3. The value of an accessible pedestrian signal to the blind pedestrian rises in direct proportion to the complexity of the intersection, the extent to which traffic patterns can be analyzed and predicted nonvisually, and the stability of signal timings; and
4.  Decisions as to which intersections warrant the installation of accessible pedestrian signals need to be made with active involvement from and consultation with representatives from organizations of the blind such as the National Federation of the Blind of New Mexico and its local chapters.

Resolution unanimously adopted.




